
Cancer breakthrough 

Researchers believe they have made a major discovery in cancer treatment. 

Immunotherapy is seen as "one of the greatest advances in cancer treatment. The es-
sential aim is to stimulate the body's own immune defences, its T-cells, to correctly iden-
tify and destroy cancerous cells while leaving healthy ones untouched. 

 
A clinical trial has shown that 94% of terminally ill patients with acute lymphoblastic leu-
kaemia are in complete remission. 
 
The research is still in early stages and details remain thin. 

 
To read more 
 
http://www.theweek.co.uk/69610/scientists-hail-unprecedented-results-in-cancer-breakthrough 

Positive signs for the Zika vaccine 
 
Mice have responded well to Inovio’s (US-based biotechnology company) 
Zirus virus vaccine. 
 
The DNA vaccine resulted in the development of detectable specific antibod-
ies in the blood in all vaccinated mice. 
 
The company issued the statement as Brazil confirmed it was investigating 
3,935 cases of suspected microcephaly, a birth defect which leads to new-
borns having abnormally small heads, having confirmed 508 with 41 believed 
to be related to Zika virus. 
 
To read more 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/zika/12162185/Early-Zika-vaccine-shows-positive-signs-in-mice.html 
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Speakers Wanted 
 
The bi-annual Small Pharmaceutical Interest Group (SPIG) is holding its first 
meeting of 2016 at Charringworth Manor, Gloucestershire, on April 19th. 
We are currently looking for 2 speakers to each fill a 30/40min slot in the after-
noon. If you would be interested in addressing a small, but select audience, 
and would like more details, please contact 
keith.maddaford@kemsource.co.uk 
 



Wavedata ‘how to’ videos 
 
Our managing director Charles Joynson has made a number of new ‘how to’ videos in the last couple of months 
which might help you work out how to uncover trends or get value from data: 

  
Comparing the Euro Pound Exchange Rate with the Average Price of a Parallel Import 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sDtGDNWO38A 
  
Quick Demonstration of the BPPI (looking back over the last 10 years at the retail pricing of generics, brands and 
parallel imports). 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UoW9MHue_bE 
  
Analysing Long Term UK Reimbursement Pricing 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eqsFYT5uZZ0 
  
Importing Territories into ScriptMap (so sales achievement can be measured). 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F0fxDavK4uY 
  
Using the simple page in PharmaTouchStone online to understand the last 3 to 6 months of UK or Irish retail pric-
ing 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UXqjN5-3FsA 
  
Using the advanced menu in PharmaTouchStone online to understand the last 3 to 6 months of UK or Irish retail 
pricing 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n6FqL26xZt4 
 

Wavedata 

www.wavedata.co.uk 

Price Watch ���.UK   

Dulotexine price dives down to a new low 

Since duloxetine was added to category M of the Drug Tariff of pharmacy reimbursement prices in October 

2015, its trade prices have steadily declined. Monthly falls have been in high single-, or low double-digit 

amounts, following a slow launch period earlier last year. The average generic discount to Eli Lilly’s Cymbalta 

was just 10% for the 60mg strength last May – two months after launch – when the antidepressant was in cate-

gory C for “not readily available” generics (Generics bulletin, 26 June 2015, page 25). 

 

To see more go to http://www.wavedata.co.uk/newinfo.asp and view our article from this month’s Generics Bulle-

tin. 

WaveData  
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Understanding Primary Care 

Do You Know Understand CD Regulations? 

 “Any movement of a Schedule 2 CD into and out of the practice must be recorded in a CD register. This 

should be done as soon as possible but must be done within 24 hours. It is recommended that two people do 

this together and check stock levels at the same time. Also, practices are recommended to keep a running bal-

ance of the stock levels of each CD preparation as this makes it much easier to spot and track discrepancies. 

Whilst the task of making the register entries can be delegated, the GP retains full responsibility. 

The register must: 

• be bound (this may be in the form of a separate bound booklet for each preparation) 

• have separate sections for each class of CD and within this each formulation and strength should be 

 recorded on a separate  page 

• have the name, form and strength of the drug specified at the top of each page. 

The CD register should be kept on the premises to which it relates and be available for inspection at any time. 

The register should not be stored in the CD cupboard but should be stored safely close by. It should not be 

used for any other purpose and should be kept for a minimum of two years after the date of the last entry. A 

computerised CD register may also now be used, subject to meeting the requirements of the Regulations (see 

paragraphs 9 and 10 of 'Safer Management of Controlled Drugs Gateway Reference: 6819') 

https://cqc.org.uk/content/nigels-surgery-28-management-controlled-drugs 

Controlled Drugs Registers are available from Dispex and can be purchased by Pharma Companies or Whole-

salers for their customers. Dispex also offers classroom training courses on this subject - call the office on 

01604 859000 for more details or visit www.dispex.net  

Pharmacy themed restaurant 
 
Artist Damien Hirst has opened a pharmacy-themed restaurant in a London, called Pharmacy 2. 
 
Located at the Newport Street Gallery, so visitors will have both a chance to drink and view art at the same time. 
 
Seats have pills emblazoned on the back cushions; one side of the bar is made up of shelving units of phar-
macy products. The bar also features a panel of rainbow-colored tablets, and above it is a neon sign that says 
“prescriptions.” 
 
To read more 
http://www.pharmacytimes.com/news/pharmacy-themed-restaurant-to-open-in-london 
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URGENT APPEAL FOR MEDICAL SUPPLIES 
Inter Care – Medical Aid for Africa 

 
Based in Leicester, Inter Care is a unique charity, established over 40 years ago. Having identified an urgent need in Africa, the 
charity committed to recycle surplus quality medicines which would otherwise be incinerated, along with medical supplies such 
as dressings, instruments and devices and donate them to rural health units in some of the poorest parts of Africa.  

 
Since December 2015, Inter Care has been unable to recycle patient returned medicines due to EU legislation. Despite this, we 
are committed to continuing our support of our beneficiary hospitals and clinics in Africa with the basic medicines and medical 
supplies they so desperately need.  While we have been able to source some basic medicines, such as antibiotics and painkill-
ers, from a number of pharmaceutical companies, we urgently need GP practices and other healthcare professionals to send us 
surplus medical supplies. These include items such as blood pressure meters and non-mercury thermometers, as well as ban-
dages, dressings, small syringes and uniforms.  
 
During a recent visit to fourteen of Inter Cares’ beneficiary heath units in Malawi, I saw first-hand the immense challenges faced 
by staff as they try to provide healthcare to some of the poorest people in Africa.  One of the poorest countries in the world, 
more than half the population of Malawi live on less than a dollar a day and there is just one doctor for every 88,300 people. For 
poor people in Malawi, accessing basic healthcare is a continual struggle. Half the time the shelves at public hospitals are empty 
and even the most basic drugs for treating common diseases and conditions are scarce. Medical supplies such as bandages 
and surgical gloves as well as small instruments were either not available, too expensive or the inadequate supplies they did 
have were very old.  As one of the nurses at Nzama Health Centre, which I visited, told me, “We need painkillers and antibiot-
ics. We don’t have a microscope or baby scales. These are our main needs”. 
 
Situated in a very remote area and serving a population of over 11,000, Nzama has just 30 beds, 5 nurse/midwives, 1 pharmacy 
assistant, and 1 old ambulance that constantly breaks down. The medical aid Inter Care sends is vital in providing healthcare to 
the poorest patients. Patients like 7- month old baby Susan, who was being treated for malaria when I visited.  Susan’s mother 
had recently died, leaving her and her three young siblings in the care of her elderly grandmother. Struggling to bring them up, 
Susan’s grandmother explained that without the free treatment Susan had received at Nzama, her granddaughter would have 
probably died. Basic medicines and supplies such as the Paracetamol and the thermometer used in the treatment and diagnosis 
of Susan, was a vital part of the medical care she received. Thankfully, Susan recovered, but tragically, there are many more 
patients like her, who simply do not have access to basic medical care.  
 
Please help us provide urgently needed medical care to patients like baby Susan by donating surplus medical sup-
plies, such as blood pressure meters and non-mercury thermometers, as well as bandages, dressings, small syringes 
and uniforms. For a full list of items we can accept and details of how to send them, please visit our website at 
www.intercare.org.uk. or call us on 0116 269 5925. 
 
Supplies at a ward in a clinic in Malawi     A typical ward in a small clinic in Malawi 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
     A labour ward in a small clinic in Malawi  
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 Forthcoming events 

Message for Wavedata Live Users 

 

We are planning to add two new things to the Wavedata Live service in the coming months: 
  
1. German pricing data. We are just beginning to collect this but are hopeful to have something to show 
you soon. This will be in addition to the existing UK and Eire (Southern Ireland) services. 
  
2. The basket report. This was initially commissioned by Ivax, Unichem and Goldshield back in 2003. It 
allows you to compare two suppliers in the same way you might compare the total price of a basket of shopping 
from Tesco and Sainsbury. We have struggled to get it onto the web ever since then, but now believe we are 
very close to making it live within Wavedata Live. 
  
Both of these will be add-ons to the existing service and there will be moderate additional costs. Please let us 
know if you are interested in either. 
 
Wavedata 
www.wavedata.co.uk 
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Organizer Date Venue Link or Email 

First EMIG NIHR CRN "Surgery" with Dr Jonathan 
Sheffield 

1st March 2016 london sarah.rogers (at) emig.org.uk  

EMIG HR Special Interest Group Meeting 15th March 2016   London  sarah.rogers (at) emig.org.uk  

Importation and Distribution of Medicinal Products - 
GIRP Supply Chain Conference 

16th - 17th March  Brussels  http://www.girp.eu/supply-chain-conference 

Policy conference on priorities for health and social 
care in Wales - with Plaid Cymru 

2nd March 2016 Cardiff http://www.policyforumforwales.co.uk/forums/event.php?eid=1179&t=15194 

Second EMA’s Paediatric Industry Platform 15th April 2016 London terlez (at) eucope.org  

Priorities for healthcare research: funding, regulation 
and collaboration 

26th May 2016  
Central Lon-
don  

http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/forums/book_event.php?eid=1172 

Financial challenges for the NHS and priorities for NHS 
Improvement 

9th June 2016 
Central Lon-
don  

http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/forums/book_event.php?eid=1228 

Conference on developing technology in health and 
social care - with NHS England 

22nd June 2016  
Central Lon-
don  

http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/forums/book_event.php?eid=1200 

The future for primary care in Greater Manchester 15th July 2016 Mancherster http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/forums/book_event.php?eid=1202 

EMIG Medical & Scientific + Regulatory, Safety & 
Quality Meeting Dates for 2016 

      

The Role of Economic Evaluation in R&D, with Roboleo 
& Co and MAP Biopharma  

19th April 2016   sarah.rogers (at) emig.org.uk  

EU GMP/GDP update with the MHRA  18th May 2016   sarah.rogers (at) emig.org.uk  

Clinical Research “Surgery” with Dr Jonathan Sheffield  29th June 2016   sarah.rogers (at) emig.org.uk  

ISO IDMP, with TRAC Services  5th July 2016   sarah.rogers (at) emig.org.uk  

Clinical Research “Surgery” with Dr Jonathan Sheffield  6th September 2016   sarah.rogers (at) emig.org.uk  

More than power and p-values” - The value of experi-
enced statistical support in the drug development 
process, with members of the Statisticians in the Phar-
maceutical Industry (PSI) group  

5th October 2016   sarah.rogers (at) emig.org.uk  

Clinical Research “Surgery” with Dr Jonathan Sheffield 
(CE of the CRN)  

8th Novmber 2016   sarah.rogers (at) emig.org.uk  

PLG events       

NEW OTC CONFERENCE AND NETWORKING 
EVENT 

3rd - 4th March 2016 London www.plg-group.com 



WaveData — Top ten searched  products where the focus was to January 2016 

According to WaveData, these were the most commonly investigated products in searches of the online pricing data Wavedata Live at 

http://www.wavedata.net 

Both uk and pi prices were viewed for each product, giving some indication of where the focus was to January 2016 

WaveData prices in the top 10 article are averages. 

 

We’re on the web! 
www.wavedate.co.uk 

This bulletin now goes out to 4200 plus people. 

 
If you would like to add or suggest any articles/comments, please let me know by the 

17th March 2016, as I will be issuing the next bulletin on the 23rd March 2016 
 

If you have any colleagues who would like to receive this, please let them know about it. 
 

You can view all copies of the  Bulletin at    
http://www.wavedata.co.uk/newinfo.asp 

Jackie Moss 
WaveData Ltd 

 
E-mail:      Jackie@wavedata.co.uk 

Twitter @wavedata 

Product Nov-15 Dec-15 Jan-16 

Carbocisteine Caps 375mg 120 £12.99 £12.46 £12.22 

Nortriptyline Tabs 25mg 100 £68.78 £69.05 £67.81 

Nortriptyline Tabs 10mg 100 £61.24 £60.99 £60.68 

Duloxetine E/C Caps 30mg 28 £11.55 £10.77 £8.53 

Rasagiline Tabs 1mg 28 £60.57 £58.73 £60.74 

Carbimazole Tabs 5mg 100 £90.20 £88.83 £88.22 

Gabapentin Caps 300mg 100 £3.95 £3.77 £3.27 

Eliquis Tabs 2.5mg 60 £56.60 £57.61 £55.36 

Creon Caps 25000 100 £26.19 £25.33 £26.90 

Duloxetine E/C Caps 60mg 28 £13.13 £13.21 £9.82 


